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CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF BLODGETT'S LANDING
It started with George Blodgett's spirit of enterprise. He had a vision which
would transform his family's farmland, sloping down to the shore of Lake
Sunapee and surrounded by groves of bracing pine and hemlock, into a
mecca for the tourists beginning to flock to this area of unspoiled natural
beauty. In the mid-1870s, shortly after the completion of the Newbury cut
and the establishment of the railroad from Concord to Claremont, the train
brought summer visitors and residents to Lake Sunapee where steamboats
were waiting at the lakeside stations to transport them to their destinations.
Many headed for the grand hotels ringing the lake, but George Blodgett
saw an opportunity, and he was ready to make his property into a destination of choice for those who wished to live close to the land and embrace
the spirit of nature.
By 1875, Blodgett's vision had led to the establishment of camp sites with
tents. The first organized groups to rent campsites were the G.A.R. -- Civil
War veterans who gathered here for spirited reunions in the years following their victory. Next came the Masons, using the campsites for annual
festivities. Then Blodgett opened his property to a group close to his heart
-- the Spiritualists of New Hampshire. The Lake Sunapee Spiritualists began holding their annual camp meetings here in 1877, and by the time of
their eighth meeting in 1885, many of the tented campsites were sprouting
cottages. A flyer advertising this meeting notes "already twenty-eight cottages have been erected on the grounds and many more are in process of
building. Since the commencement of the season of 1883 the grounds have
been surveyed and one hundred and twenty-five lots, 32 x 64 feet in size,
have been laid out and one hundred have been leased. There are also now
remaining ... lots which may be leased of Mr. Geo. Blodgett for a term of
twenty years for the nominal sum of $2 per year."
Additional accommodations were available in Mr. Blodgett's Hotel
Sunapee, described in the flyers as "120 x 25 feet, with a large dining
hall...[and] a two-story addition, 65 feet in length, with commodious waiting rooms and necessary offices... A fine Pavilion, near the centre of the
Grounds, overlooks the lake and grove. The bowling alley will be under
competent management...[and] a laundry will be established on the
grounds." Room and board was $7 per week, breakfast and supper 35
cents, dinner 50 cents, furnished rooms and boat rentals each 50 cents per
day.
The 1890 Camp Meeting program reflected increased activity and more
detailed information about the 4-week spiritualist event. It noted that a
number of cottages were available for rent, and "a few" more lots were still
available from Blodgett at the irresistible price of $2 per year for 20 years.
For the expected overflow, "wall tents will be furnished at $2, $3, and $4
according to size. Straw to fill beds 25 cts. each."
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How familiar are you with a very unique
part of Newbury known as Blodgett’s
Landing? Join us following a brief business meeting as well-known local historian John Greenwood presents a history
of Blodgett’s from its beginnings as a
productive farm to its present neighborhood of close knit year ’round and seasonal residents.
From campground to Spiritualist meeting, to the well-chronicled days of the
Casino and entertainment, to today’s
busy waterfront community -- John will
walk us through the decades with photos
and narrative.
His interest in Blodgett’s began in 1982
with the purchase of a second home.
Soon after he began collecting old postcards, then pictures and eventually developed a web site devoted to the history
and settlers of the Landing.
There will be ample time for questions
and refreshments will be served following the program.

Directors of Spiritualist Camp
Outdoor Spiritualist Meeting House
George W. Blodgett, 2nd from left, front row

The hotel was then known as the Forest House, catering to
fishermen. Mr. Frank Messer stocked groceries and a post
office was established in the hotel . Telegraph services
were available at the Newbury station under the operation
of George Brockway, and G.F. Nelson guaranteed
satisfaction at his livery and boarding stable. George
Morrill kept his customers in the trim at his barber shop,
and J. B. Warren of Franklin offered his beautiful lakeside
cottage setting as a backdrop for individual or group photographs. Many of his photographs survive, carrying the
images and spirit of this dynamic time into the twenty-first
century.
George Blodgett, himself a Spiritualist, remained involved
in all activities at the Landing. He was Grounds and
Privileges Committee officer of the Spiritualist Association. The Forest House was initially under Blodgett's
management, and in addition to his real estate transactions,
he owned and operated the ill-fated Edmund Burke steamship, which he rebuilt and enlarged in 1889 to compete
with the Woodsum Brothers' Armenia White. The boat,
renamed Wenonah, burned and sank at Blodgett's Landing
on July 4, 1908, where her remains were visible for many
years.
Flyers make it clear that the meetings of the spiritualists
were no somber affairs. The association promised
"exercises" in the form of "Addresses by some of the most
noted Speakers on the Spiritualist Platform, Tests by the
best Public Mediums, [and in the same breath] Excellent
Music, Etc." Literary and musical entertainments were
held on Saturday nights and social dances filled Thursday
evenings, with music by the popular five-piece Appleton's
Orchestra. In the midst of such diversions, the raising of
the spirits of the departed in the grove's open-air auditorium must have had dramatic moments. Imagine a crowd
of hundreds packed into the outdoor Association Hall
while the mediums on the rostrum exerted their psychic
powers. "Does someone here have a departed Uncle Fred?"
a medium would call out. And, of course, someone always
did. For those who believed they were communicating
with the departed, the séances had a special significance.
For others, they were fascinating entertainment.

Historic
House
Markers
We decided to share some of the results of this project
with you, our members and friends, so on the insert you
will find a sampling of the structures thus far awarded date
plaques. All buildings in Newbury which were built prior
to 1900 are eligible and to date 28 owners have participated in the project and have received a distinctive plaque
for their home or public building.
Take a minute on your next visit to the Town Office and
view a poster with other photos reflecting Newbury’s rich
and diverse historic architecture. We thank Maureen
Rosen who scaled snow banks and surmounted other challenges to photograph these structures and then design and
produce the poster. We appreciate her generous contribution.
Special thanks to Gay and Marty Sheary as co-chairs and
to Deane Geddes and Bruce MacKenzie for the continued
production of these distinctive signs. Many structures are
still eligible and assistance is available to help with your
research. Contact Gay or Mary Sheary for information
(shearym@myfairpoint.net or 763-4746).
Historical Map of Newbury
The Society has embarked on a new project that will result
in a map of Newbury showing the original land plots and
owners from incorporation to 1823. Volunteers are needed
for various aspects of this job including assisting with the
deed research which must be done in Nashua. Perry Teele,
who completed a similar map for Bradford, along with
assistance from NHS volunteers, will begin work on the
initial phase this Spring – stay tuned for progress updates,
or better yet, get involved!

Not all the spirits raised were ethereal. The bottled variety
may well have added flavor to the occasion since a current
resident reports that excavation behind any cottage in the
area brings to light a variety of antique liquor bottles.
The diversions at Blodgett's Landing during these years
were many. In conjunction with the camp meetings, the
Ladies' Aid held their annual Fair and Entertainment.
Musical and dramatic "tableaus" were offered daily, as
were prominent speakers. Evening dances attracted large
crowds, and noted entertainer Will Cressy performed at the
Casino and became a devotee of the
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The Forest House hotel at Blodgett’s was built in 1878.
An addition was added in 1883 which resulted in
45 rooms and a dining room that seated 200 guests.

A Sampling of Newbury’s Historic Structures
Recognized by the Historic Society with Date Plaques
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area. He and his wife Blanche Dayne bought the small island
across from the Landing in 1900 and hosted many theater
celebrities during the season.
Situated across from the hotel, the Casino housed much of
the scheduled entertainment for the area. In addition to Will
Cressy's popular performances, the Casino was the site of
musicals, dances, and plays. It drew a following not only
from the Landing, but from the surrounding towns. Newbury
resident Alice Lynn recalls that she saw her first movie
there. "It was a silent Charlie Chaplin film," she remembers,
"and admission was five cents."
Visitors who wished to commune with nature rather than
spirits had a world of beauty at their command. A broad
esplanade, running the length of Lake Avenue, provided a
perfect walk for enjoying the beauty of the lake from the
comfort of the shore. It provided strollers with access to the
many wharves, boathouses, and summer pavilions perched
on outlying rocks. Swimming, boating and fishing were at
visitors' doorsteps, as were the bowling alley and , later, pool
halls.
In 1900, George Blodgett leased "Harmony Hall," situated
on the park near the location of the Casino, for use of the
spiritualist gatherings in inclement weather; and in 1901 the
Spiritualist Temple was built on the lake side of Washington
Street. When the Spiritualists discontinued their camp meetings in the early 1900s, the site became a small park with a
monument to the Sunapee Lake Spiritualists. It is presently
owned by the town of Newbury.
While the Blodgett community grew and thrived, not all the
neighbors, especially owners of other, more "exclusive" resort properties, were enthusiastic about its popularity.
Neighbor Dr. John D. Quackenbos, owner of the imposing
Soo-Nipi lodge, noted in his "Reminiscences," (Argus &
Spectator, Sept. 12, 1924) that "George Blodgett leased to
anybody who would pay $2 a year for his lot, it mattered not
whether the leasees represented morality and refinement or
whether they were of the

Crew of the Edmund Burke in front of 48 Lake Ave., Capt.
Wesley Cilley of Newbury seated 2nd from left. The Edmund
Burke was built in 1885 and named for a Claremont lawyer. In
1891 it was sold to Captain George Blodgett and renamed
Wenonah. It burned to the water line July 4, 1908 at Blodgett’s
Landing.
demimonde and underworld..." He declared the development
at Blodgett's Landing "doomed to contempt a location of great
natural beauty." It should be remembered that the Soo-Nipi
clientele were, according to promotional material, "of
the highest moral character" and accommodations were restricted to those who could provide carefully scrutinized references.
In contrast, the attraction of Blodgett's Landing was its very
diversity and unaffected pursuit of fellowship, friendship, and
fun -- characteristics which have produced today a strongly
loyal and cohesive community. Preservation of that community spirit and attention to issues reflecting the interests of the
residents have been the concern of the Cottage Owners' Association, formed when the Club House was built around 1900.
The Association concerns itself with such matters as upkeep of
common property, such as the famous boardwalk in the early
days and, more recently, public access areas for swimming,
boat launching and mooring, etc. A "Blodgett’s Landing Day"
is held in July at Bowles Park (once known as the Casino
Beach), with a parade, games for children, and a barbecue or
pot-luck supper. At such occasions, residents are able to cement their ties to each other and their community.
So the spirit lives on. The Blodgett’s Landing community
grew and thrived with a special character distinguishing it
from the grander, more formal summer hotels around Lake
Sunapee. Long after the demise of those imposing resorts,
Blodgett’s Landing survives with its diverse, loyal population
and unaffected pursuit of friendship and fun. What George
Blodgett set in motion so many years ago took on a life of its
own, and resulted in a community diverse in population but
united in its common heritage.

Casino at Blodgett Landing

Excerpted from SooNipi Magazine, July 1998, article by
Shelly Candidus
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NHS Dates/Events
at the Newbury Town Office

Thank You!

Aug. 14: Annual Meeting and Program, 1:30 PM
September 1: Board Meeting, 7:00 PM
NHS Board of Directors
Term expires June, 2011:
Shelly Candidus, Dennis Pavlicek & Barbara Steward
Term expires June, 2012:
Deane Geddes, Margie Weiler & William Weiler
Term expires June, 2013:
Frank Perrotta, Gay Sheary & Mary Thayer
E-mail: info@newburyhistorical.org
Website: www.newburyhistorical.org

I want to take this opportunity to thank all the individuals who have worked with us this past year including our Board members listed to the left and the many
volunteers who have assisted with programs and projects.
We also thank all of our Members for your continued
support and invite you to become involved in your
Society. Speak with our Membership Chair Claire
Vannatta if you would like to volunteer or with any
Board member if you have a suggestion or would like
to propose a project. Additionally, many of you have
enjoyed our We Remember Newbury programs -please pass along suggestions for new programs to
Shelly Candidus or any member of her Committee.
Barbara Steward

Thank you to our Business Members.
Please join us in expressing your appreciation through your support.
Davis Cabins
On Lake Sunapee
25 Birch Grove Road
Newbury, NH 03255

LaValley’s Building Supply
351 Sunapee Street
Newport, NH 03273

New Hampshire Historical Society
30 Park Street
Concord, NH 03301

(603) 863-1050

(603) 228-6688

(603) 763-4494
Open late June to late September

www.lavalleys.com

www.nhhistory.org

