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The Newbury 1897 Signature Quilt

Annual Meeting and Program

We promised you more information as it becomes available. The
recipient of the quilt has been determined to be James M. Ray
and his wife Mary E. of Hillsborough. The occasion was Christmas of 1897. The society was the Crystal Circle of the Kings
Daughters and Sons in South Newbury, NH. This should not be
confused with the Golden Rule Circle in Newbury Harbor.

Sunday, June 29, 2014
Veterans’ Hall, 2:00 PM

There are 131 entries (not names because some are “Mr. &
Mrs.”). There are also a number of family groups and some include children as young as six. 54 entries were found in the 1900
census of Newbury. 23 entries were not found in the 1900 census
of Newbury nor the Newbury cemetery records. 54 were from
out of town as confirmed by the 1900 census of these other
towns.
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Speculation: Given the question why so many people who lived s
long way from Newbury would be members of the Crystal Circle,
(Continued on page 3)

Join us as New Hampshire Humanities Scholar
Adair Mulligan presents A Walk Back in Time:
The Secrets of Cellar Holes. We will also have
the 1897 Newbury Presentation/Signature Quilt
on display for all to see. Janet Bedard, owner
and quilt conservator, will make brief remarks.
Northern New England is full of reminders of
past lives: stone walls, old foundations, a century-old lilac struggling to survive as the forest
reclaims a once-sunny dooryard. What forces
shaped settlement, and later abandonment, of
these places? Adair Mulligan explores the rich
story to be discovered in what remains behind.
See how one town has set out to create an inventory of its cellar holes, piecing together the
clues in the landscape. Such a project can help
landowners know what to do if they have archaeological sites on their land and help stimulate interest in a town’s future through its past.
Adair Mulligan has a runaway curiosity about
the natural and cultural history of northern
New England. Author of The Gunstock Parish, A History of Gilford, New Hampshire, she
has also contributed to Proud to Live Here in
the Connecticut River Valley; Where the Great
River Rises, An Atlas of the Upper Connecticut
River and Beyond the Notches: Stories of Place
in New Hampshire’s North country. Executive
Director of the Hanover Conservancy, she
served for 20 years as Conservation Director of
the Connecticut River Joint Commission. Mulligan holds a Master’s degree from Smith College.
A brief business meeting will precede the program and refreshments will follow along with
ample time to speak with both presenters.

the ballot used in Australia. Thus our ballot is referred to as the Australian Ballot.

Newbury’s Ballot Box
Chances are that most of our members have never
seen Newbury’s ballot box as it is brought out only
for Town Meeting and then used only if a paper ballot is required. Town Moderators have discovered
that many towns have the same 19th century box.

Many towns still have and many still use the ballot
box which was purchased many years ago by the
state. There is at least one ballot box that still has
an operating ‘registering and cancelling device’.”
Newbury Town Clerk Linda Plunkett notes that our
box has been altered but not as severely as some
others. The side slot has been blocked and and a
replacement slot cut in the cover. Additionally a
patch on the front most likely fills in where the original counting device was installed. The plates on
the end read:

Wayne Mann, Canterbury Moderator, writes “Prior
to 1890 New Hampshire had no state wide voting
program. Political parties printed their own ballots,
votes were bought and sold, and fraud was rampant.
In 1891 the state legislature took action passing a
law requiring the following. ‘The Secretary of State
shall provide every city and town with a ballot box
for use at each polling place. Said boxes shall be
approved by the secretary, treasurer and attorney
general of the state or a majority of them; shall have
sufficient and secure locks and keys and shall be
provided with a bell and mechanical device for receiving, registering and canceling every ballot deposited therein (this may be what the 1890 patent
was about); but no such box shall record any number
or mark upon any ballot by which said ballots can be
distinguished from each other.’

THE FEDERAL
PAT.
JULY 30, 1889
AUG. 19, 1890
Information contributed by
Nancy Marashio, Linda Plunkett & Bill Weiler

In 1892 New Hampshire held its first state wide secret ballot election. The ballot was designed after

Note the repair to the cover where the original
registering/cancelling device was most likely
positioned.
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When the Trains Came to Newbury

Newbury Quilt continued

The Center Meeting House presents a 5 part series
entitled When the Trains Came to Newbury. Each Saturday morning in June will find them exploring a different aspect of this important force in the development of Newbury. The fifth, in conjunction with Old
Home Day, will explore the changes that led to the end
of train service to Newbury and beyond.

it might be that these people were friends of James
and Mary Ray. Also a reason for the quilt could be
the couple’s 20th wedding anniversary if they married between June and late December of 1877. (This
is based on information in the 1900 census.)
Compiled by Bill Weiler, 1/9/14

Saturdays in June
Center Meeting House , 10:00 - 11:00 AM

Editor’s note: the quilt will be on display in Newbury at the NHS Annual Meeting June 29th and
again at Old Home Day July 12th. Janet Bedard,
owner and quilt conservator, will be available at
both events to share the quilt and her expertise.

June 7: Frank J. Barrett presents:
Railroad Development in NH—Politics and Chicanery
June 14, Dick Gassett
Rail Construction and Service in Bradford & Newbury
Weather permitting, an optional guided walk through
the Newbury Cut will follow the refreshments.
June 21, Ron Garceau
Age of Steam—Rail and Boat
June 28, Guest Panel
I’ve Been Working on the Railroad
Learn what it was like to work on the rails.
The Connecticut Valley Model Railroad Club
will have a display set up for you to view and
enjoy following the program.
July 12, Bruce Davidson
When the Trains Left Newbury
Each session is free and open to the public and refreshment will follow the June programs. This series is cosponsored by the Newbury Historical Society,
Newbury Beautification Committee and the Newbury
Library, and is underwritten by Lake Sunapee Bank,
Mount Sunapee Resort and Sugar River Bank.

Reprinted from The Argus, January, 1887
1/7, Ezra Cilley: Quite feeble.
1/7, Geo. Mulgrove: Lost a very valuable
horse Monday night from stoppage.
1/14, Sunapee Lake Grange: Held its regular
meeting Friday night, it being one year since
the Grange was organized with 17 members.
Today it has 44, beside one who is dead. I
think it can be said that there is not a Grange in
the state in a town of 600 inhabitants that has
made better progress.
1/14, Mr. & Mrs. Asa Messer: About 20
neighbors turned out and drew up a wood pile
for the Messers. Mr. Messer is the oldest man
in town, being in his 90th year. Mrs. Lucy
Messer has been sick in bed but is improving.
(continued on page 4)

The Newbury Cut
This original gallery wrap canvas by Maureen Rosen
will be raffled off at 6:00 PM on Old Home Day.
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Newbury Historical Society
P. O. Box 176
Newbury, NH 03255

NHS Dates/Events
Newbury Town Office unless otherwise noted
Annual Meeting and Program: June 29, 2014

The New Hampshire Humanities Council
Sponsors
Adair Mulligan’s presentation

A Walk Back in Time:
The Secrets of Cellar Holes.
Veterans’ Hall, 2:00 PM

Board Meeting, 7:00 PM, September 11, 2014
Board Meeting, 7:00 PM, November 13, 2014
Newbury Historical Society Board of Directors
Term expires June, 2014;
Ashley Geddes, Barbara Steward, Claire Vannatta
Term expires June, 2015:
Deane Geddes, Bill Weiler, Margie Weiler
Term expires June, 2016:
Paula Falkowski, Gay Sheary, Mary Thayer
E-mail: info@newburyhistorical.org
Website: www.newburyhistorical.org

Thanks to our Business Member

New Hampshire Historical Society
30 Park Street
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 228-6688
www.nhhistory.org

The Argus, 1887 continued
1/21, Hannah Morse: Death removed the
oldest inhabitant in the town, wife of the
late Daniel Morse, aged 90 years and 4
months.
1/21, Mrs. Jonathan Cheney: Sick.
1/21, Mark W. Cheney: Has 4 of the largest 2 year old steers in town.
1/21, Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Rowe: Have
had an offer of $7,000. for their farm bordering the eastern shore of Lake Sunapee,
about 1 mile from the rail road station
known as “Struck Luck Farm”, which offer
they refuse to accept, and hold the same for
$10,000.
1/28, Mrs. Silas W. Dane: Quite feeble
1/28: Ice cutting to fill ice house at Pine
Cliff.
1/28, Sunapee Lake Grange No. 112:
Officers installed last Friday night by Ezra
Cilley, assisted by Mrs. V. C. Brockway.
2/4, A. H. Gilmore: School No. 6 closed a
profitable term. Emily a. Peaslee won the
prize for greatest improvement in writing.
All were invited to home of James N.
Easton.

