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Newbury Veteran’s Hall:
Sons and Daughters of the Past
by Tracy W. Messer, 1993
Like many who drive by the hipped-roof building most Newbury
residents call the “Veteran’s Hall,” I knew little about its age or
role in the community. Consequently, no one was more surprised
than I to discover that the answers were in own family’s attic all
along! The story begins just over a century ago.
Matson’s Hotel
On December 6, 1892, a group of Newbury women organized
the Golden Rule Circle of the King’s Daughters, a national nonsectarian religious and charitable association. Meetings were
held at homes of different members. At that same time, Sarah
(Cilley) Clement conducted a boarding house located directly
across the street from the Center Meeting House. She was getting along in years and in 1903 decided to sell her place to Samuel J. Matson, an ambitious young hotel clerk from Concord.
Having made several improvements over the years, the Matson
family was devastated when their hotel burned to the ground on
February 20, 1909, due to a chimney fire. The Matsons moved to
Andover, NH and, two years later, agreed to sell the land to the
Golden Rule Circle. The women wanted a hall of their own to
accommodate their growing organization. In February, 1912,
they engaged an established local carpenter to construct a 60’ x
36’ hall for under $1,500. He did so for $1,498.14 and, on July
12 of that year, the new building was dedicated.
The King’s Daughters Hall
The hall was designed with six windows on the sides and two
large ones on each upper end. A covered porch ran across the
front, overlooking the harbor. Off either side of the front hall
were two small rooms: one served as a kitchen, the other for the
use of the Newbury library. To the rear was a large room featuring a stage with a scenic backdrop, two dressing rooms, and
seating for 200 people. Through the diligence of its members,
the organization raised enough money from regularly held suppers and craft fairs that it soon became debt free. Voters recognized the King’s Daughters Hall as an asset to the community
and successfully petitioned the town to exempt the building from
taxes as of 1913. In 1932, the King’s Daughters coordinated the
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the Veteran’s Hall and the firehouse, and paved it for
parking two years later. Toilet facilities were installed
in 1967 by sectioning off a portion of the front porch,
but have since been disconnected. In more recent years
the building has been used by school children for parties, The Trinity Gospel Church for worship, and the
volunteer fire department for storage. Despite the lack
of heat and running water, the Newbury Historical Society hosted a special ceremony at the hall on October
11, 1987 to dedicate a new veterans’ memorial display
case build by Frank Mikutajcis and fashioned after the
original. The project was made possible through the
efforts of resident veterans Roland Hall, Ernest Sherman, and Paul Diekmann.

Center Meeting House centennial celebration and were
instrumental in establishing a Board of Trustees to
care for the church. The following year, the Golden
Rule Circle hosted more than 200 people for the annual statewide convention. The Junior King’s Daughters
and Sunbeams groups were organized for young women and girls in town.
Brook-Keefe Memorial Hall
While the King’s Daughters are still active elsewhere,
membership in Newbury dwindled as times changed.
On April 12, 1947, the Golden Rule Circle deeded their
building to the town for use as a veteran’s hall, retaining space for the library. Although the sign
wasn’t made until 1951, the building was officially
named the “Brook-Keefe Memorial Hall” in honor of
two sons of Newbury. Herbert E. Brook, Jr. was killed
during the invasion of Guam; Daniel Keefe died in July, 1944 at the battle of St. Lo. The town assumed
maintenance costs and repainted the building in 1948,
1963 and 1974, and repaired the roof in 1967. A
glassed case World War I/World War II memorial was
made in 1945 through the generosity of the “Women’s
Club” and matching town funds. In 1963, voters raised
$200 towards the erection of a bronze veteran’s marker
to be installed inside the new library building. In 1964,
the town paid $100 to acquire the B&M lot in between

Editor’s note - excerpts from Frank Fellows’ account book:
Feb. 8, 1912
Feb. 12
Feb. 15
March 14
March 14
March 14
April 1
May 1
May 22
May 22
August 9, 1912

5 Day’s Work
3 Kegs Nails
56 Bunches Shingles
Sash Weights and Cords
Windows & 4 Doors
4 Inside Doors
208” Moulding
58’ 12” Pine Finish
1200 Brick
7 1/2 Hours (Painting)
Total Paid

King’s Daughters Hall, circa 1912
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$12.99
$ 6.00
$ 49.28
$ 7.37
$ 60.96
$ 6.00
$ 2.08
$ 1.74
$ 14.40
$ 2.32
$1498.14

Village of South Newbury Deed Research
Our deed researchers continue to labor away at the process
of tracing each deed back in time, trying to learn and uncover the people and history of the founders of our village. The
group has traveled each month to the Merrimack County
Registry of Deeds (MCRD) for over a year. Sometimes our
efforts yield progress and sometimes we find ourselves
deadlocked, unable to find the deed (certain) previous to the
one we have. It’s an interesting process. Modern deeds
refer to the previous deed by book and page, thus having a
direct reference. That works well, usually, until about the
time of the Civil War.
One of our clever researchers came upon a dead end and
decided to search the adjacent property. This strategy paid
off as the name of an abutter was mentioned. A valuable
clue!

Matson’s Hotel, prior to 1909, on the site
of what is now the Veterans’ Hall.
Matson’s Hotel burned in 1909 and was
replaced by the King’s Daughters Hall in 1912.

Recently, we learned more about “Cilley’s Store”. It appears that Mrs. Cilley rented the store out to several operators over the years. The building housed our first Post Office as rural storekeepers often served as village postmasters. The first library in Newbury was located on the second
story of this building before it was moved to the second
floor of the Selectmen’s Office across the street. The
Grange folks also used Mrs. Cilley’s second floor for their
activities prior to building their own facility across the
street. Much later, the building became the home of Mrs.
Jim’s Lunch and included amongst its patrons many children from the old South Newbury Schoolhouse. This building was a popular gathering place for many years.

HISTORIC TOWN BUILDINGS
SOUTH NEWBURY VILLAGE
A century and a half ago and more, the now “sleepy” little village of South Newbury (a portion of which is actually named
Sleepy Street) was a bustling center of activity.
Paula Falkowski, representing the Newbury Historical Society,
met with Town of Newbury selectmen on February 4, 2013 to
discuss the condition and status of three historic buildings in
South Newbury Village: Sherman Hall, the Grange building
and the old Town Hall. A study regarding the preservation of
these buildings had been conducted in 2007. Paula inquired as
to how this had been implemented to date, as well as how we
might proceed in the future.

Our research group continues to find interesting facts about
the village. If you’d like to join our group, or if you can
share any old photos of the area, please contact Deane Geddes at 763-5104.

Selectmen suggested that a building review committee be
formed to prioritize legitimate needs for each building.
On February 15, nine interested members of the community met
to form such a committee and to discuss its immediate focus.
The group has tentatively selected the old Town Hall and will
actively work to have its most urgent maintenance and repair
needs addressed. It is hoped that, in the future, the old Town
Hall will serve as the historical centerpiece of South Newbury
with activities and meetings taking place in the building. We
have a long way to go and would welcome your input.
South Newbury Village, Grange Fair, circa 1920

For more information, please contact the Newbury Historical
Society at info@newburyhistorical.org or Paula Falkowski at
763-9810 with any ideas you might have.

Sunapee Lake Grange, far left
Sherman Hall, now Historical Society, center
Town Hall, right
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King’s Daughters Hall, c 1912

Thank you to our Business Members.
Please join us in expressing your appreciation through your support.
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